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Preface
The present report is a compilation of the events, places visited and activities of a Four
days educational trip to Changthang Valley specially the three major Lakes of the eastern
Ladakh that is Tso -Kar, Tsomo-RiRi, YaYa-Tso organized by the Department of Zoology
Eliezer Joldan Memorial College Leh Ladakh, University of Ladakh from 18th May 2022 to 21st
of May 2022 with the aim to aid the students acquire basic knowledge of diversity of Birds and
Mammals of the region and also to help them to acquire skill which is required while studding
wild life. In addition, the Department also takes the opportunity for collecting various pictures
of birds and mammalian species of the region which would be documented, and maintained in
the Zoology Department of the College for Inspiring the new students of the department.
The Department of Zoology, EJM College Leh, organizes such tours and events every year for
the holistic development of the student. And also, it is one of the important expect of the
college’s curriculum. But Due to Covid Pandemic such tours would not have been possible
science last two years. This year as the Covid case has declined very much the department has
organized this trip with the same enthusiasm and this was the first maiden tour after the
pandemic of the department and overall, of the college.
This year the Department of Zoology has organized the tour for the students of 3rd semester
Batch 2021, There 60 students participated in the tour, the students were accompanied by Mr.
Padma wangchok Assistant Professor Zoology, Department of Zoology Eliezer Joldan
Memorial College Leh, the aim of the tour was to study the Avian Diversity of the changthang
region with mainly focusing on the three major lakes of this region that is Tso-Kar, TsomoRiRi, and YaYa-Tso. Another Aim was also to record the number of Black-neck Crane pairs
that has arrived this year in these three lakes.
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Yaya Tso
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Tsokar

Night Stay at Tsokar Community Hall
Night Stay at Tsomo RiRi Community
Hall
Night stay at Mahey Village Camping
Sight
-----

During the tour many Birds and Mammals were spotted by the students.
Some of them are mentioned below
1. Chough (common Name)
Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocoax (Scientific name)
Chunka -Khamar (Local Name)
Key features- The bird has long thin and down curved red bill. with black body. It has
broad wings and square ended tails which equals width of wing base.
The Bird were in pairs of two and was habituating high reaches. They were guarding their
nest which was built on the higher cliff.
Spotted at- Miru

Photo-credit Suriya Bano (3rd sem roll no. 510)

2. Tibetan Partridge (common Name)
Perdix hodgsoniae (Scientific Name)
Shagpa-gaio (Local Name)

Key Features- The Bird has black ear covert patch on the whitish face. Bold black
barrings are present on under parts which form a black patch on belly.
Spotted at -Miru

Photo-credit (Internet)

3. Lark (Common Name)
Eremophila alpestris (Scientific name)
Chipa ghut (Local name)
Key Features- The bird is about 18cm in length. Adult male with black and white head
pattern with black mask, horns and band across crown. Under parts are creamy – white
with a black breast band. Adult female has black breast and diffuse dark mask.
Spotted at- Debring

4. Blue Sheep/ Bharal (Common Name)
Pseudois nayaur nayaur (Scientific Name)
Napo/ Na( Local Name)
Key features-Bharal is placed between sheep and goats as it is not a true sheep. The coat
is of slate-blue colour which becomes red-brown in summer. The body is sturdy. Tail is
short with black tip. Back of legs and under parts are whitish. The large rounded horns
are directed up and sideward in males while the females have shorter, straighter horns.
Females are smaller than the males and lack black throat pattern. The eyesight, hearing
and sense of smell are well developed. Herbs, shrubs and grasses constitute the food of
this animal.

Photocredit Ishfaq Ahmad Khan (3rd sem rollno 502 )

Tso-Kar Wetland Avian paradise
Tso-kar is a fluctuating salt lake known for its size and depth situated in the Rupshu Plateau and valley
in the southern part of Ladakh. The birds spotted in tsokar

5. Black-necked Crane (Common Name)
Grus nigricollis (Scientific Name)
Cha thung Thung Karmo (local Name)
Key features- Black-necked Crane is a tall bird with a height of about 135 cm and a
wingspan of about 62 – 64 cm. Both the sexes are almost of the same size but male is
slightly bigger than the female. The upper long neck, head, primary and secondary flight
feathers, and tail are completely black and body plumage is pale grey/ whitish. A
conspicuous red crown adorns the head. The bill is greenish and the legs and feet are
black. The juveniles have a brownish head and neck and plumage is slightly paler than
that of adult.
Spotted at – TsoKar wetland

Photocredit Tsering Jorgais (3rd sem roll no 584)

6. Brahminy Duck (Common Name)
Tadorna ferruginea (Scientific Name)
Muru (Local Name)
Key Features- This is a large rustyorange duck with pale head and neck. The size of the
duck is about 64 cm. During breeding season male develops a narrow black collar on
lower neck whereas female is without black collar. During the non-breeding season, the
collar is absent in male.
Spotted at- Tsokar, Puga, Mahey, Yaya-tso.

Photo credit Ishfaq Ahmad Khan (3rd sem roll no 510)

Puga Hot- Sulphur spring

Photo-Credit Mohd Anees ( 3rd semster roll o. 522)

Tsomo-RiRi- Lake with changing Colours
Tso Moriri lake is a brackish lake fed by springs and snow-melt from the mountains. It
is situated at an altitude of 4,530m on the Changthang plateau of Union Territory of
Ladakh. The lake also known as Lake tsomoriri or Mountain Lake is the largest highaltitude lake that lies entirely within the boundaries of India. It is 26 kilometres in
length and 5 kilometres in width at its maximum. The lake is part of the Ramsar Wetland
sites and hence it is also known as Tso Moriri Wetland Conservation Reserve.
Geographically, Tso Moriri is located in one of the remotest area of India which is
inhabited by the Changpa nomads of Ladakh. The rough terrain and the dirt road do not
allow visitors to have a very comfortable ride. You can drive at an average speed of only
40 km/h or even less depending on your driving skills.

Birds Spotted7. BROWN-HEADED GULL (Common Name)
Larus brunnicephalus (Scientific name)
Nayagar (Local Name)
Key features- The bird is about 42 cm in length and both the sexes are alike. The under
parts are pale grey. The legs and feet are red in colour. The bill is orange-red with black
tip. During the breeding season the head is dark brown and in non-breeding season head is
white with a vertical black crescent mark near ear coverts.

Photocredit- Tsering Jorgais (3rd sem roll no 584)

8. YELLOW-BILLED CHOUGH (Common name)
Pyrrhocorax graculus (Scientific Name)
Chunka-Kasher (Local name)
Key Features-: The bird is about 39 cm in length. Compared to the Red-Billed Chough,
this species has shorter and straighter yellow bill. In flight, the bird has narrow wing-tips
and rounded tail which is greater in length than width of wing base.

Photocredit Mohd Anees ( 3rd sem roll no.591)

9. CITRINE WAGTAIL (Common name)
Motacilla citreola (Scientific name)
Sterzi, Star-zee (Local name)
Key Features-: The bird is about 19 cm in length. During breeding season adult male is
readily distinguished by yellow head and under parts. Breeding females have greyish
crown and yellow coloured under parts. Non-breeding females can be coloured and has
brownish crown with black spotting across breast.

Photocredit Tsering Jorgais (3rd sem Roll no 584)

10.DESERT WHEATEAR (Common Name)
Oenanthe deserti (Scientific Name)
Chiu-logzi(Local Name)
Key Features-: The bird is about 15 cm in length. This is a comparatively small wheatear
which can be distinguished in all plumages from other wheatears occurring in the
subcontinent. Both male and female have a largely black tail. In the breeding season adult
male is distinctive with sandy brown upper parts and black face and throat.

Photocredit (Internet)

11. BAR-HEADED GOOSE (Common name)
Anser indicus (Scientific name)
Nangpa (Local name)
Key Features-: Both the sexes are alike. This is an asting-grey, white and brown goose.
The body size is between 71-76 cm. The head of adult is white with two black bars. One
bar is across the sinciput from eye to eye and the other is shorter below on the nape. The
neck is brown with a white stripe on each side. The legs and bill are yellow-orange and
the tip of the bill is black. At rest, wings extend beyond tail. In flight, wing-coverts and
belly look grey with flight–feathers black. Juvenile is like adult but is paler and without
black bars on head.

Photocredit Ishfaq Ahmad khan ( 3rd sem roll no 502)

12. GREAT CRESTED GREBE (Common Name)
Podiceps cristatus (Scientific name)
Changa–rankest (Local name)
Key Features-: The length of the body is about 49 cm. This is largest of all the grebes. A
black line is present from eyes to base of bill. Both the sexes are almost alike. This is a
tailless aquatic bird characterized by slender white neck and straight pointed bill which is
pinkish in colour. The legs are short in size and feet are greyish
in colour. The eyes are red-orange.

Photocredit Mohd Anees ( 3rd sem Roll no 591)

Yaya Tso – The Sacred Lake

Student 3rd smester batch 2021

Birds Spotted at the YaYa-Tso were

13.Redstart (Common Name)
Phoenicurus ochruros (Scientific Name)
Tsilder (Local Name)
The bird is about 15 cm in length. Male has largely black or dark grey upper parts with
browner wings, black throat and breast. Some show narrow whitish band across fore crown
and extending as a line above the eye. Adult male has black plumage which appears dull
owing to extensive brownish-grey fringes to body plumage. The bird vibrates its tail like
most redstarts. Habitat: Breeds in Tibetan steppe habitat in meadows and scree above the
tree line, stony ground with Caragana scrub and dwarf Juniper. Winters in cultivation
gardens, plantations by roadsides and canals and riverine forest.

Photocredit- Ishfaq Ahmad khan (3rd sem roll no 502)

14. Black-Necked Crane

Photocredit- Stanzin Jorgais (3rd sem roll no 533)

15. Bar Headed Goose
16. Brahminy Duck

Mammals spotted at various Location during the tour
1. Stoliczka’s Mountain Vole (Common Name)

Alticola stoliczkan (Scientific Name)
Zabra (Local Name)
This vole is similar in appearance to the Silver Mountain Vole. It is a small to medium
sized vole, bright rufous brown with white or slaty-grey under parts. The Karakoram Vole
is a subspecies that has a shorter tail and paler coloration. Habitat and Behavior: The animal
lives in pairs or groups and forms colonies in high alpine meadows, rocky scree and soft
sandy slopes. Its burrows have many entrances and are 8-12 m long. Status and
Distribution: This vole is reported from northern and eastern portion of Ladakh between
4000 to 5500 m. The animal is most commonly seen in Rupshu and Changthang regions
like Tsokar, Puga, Chumur, Hanle and Chushul plains.

Photocredit- Ghulzar hussain 3rd sem roll no 554

2.

Himalayan Marmot (Common Name)
Marmota himalayana (Scientific Name)
Phia (Local Name)
Two species of marmots are found in India. Both the species of marmot viz., Himalayan
and Long-tailed Marmot are present in Ladakh. The Himalayan Marmot is well adapted
to burrow life. The body is squat, limbs are short and the tail is very short. The head is
triangular in shape with small neck, eyes have black rings. The whiskers are long. The
colour of the body and limbs is pale tawny, much mixed with black on the upper parts.
The face and the terminal portion of the tail are dark brown. There are six pairs of
mammae extending from the axial to the groin. Habitat and Behavior: The animal lives in
colonies in the higher biotopes in lush meadows and open grassy stone-strewn slopes.
The animal lives in excavated burrows which are also used for hibernation

Photocredit- Mohd Anees 3rd sem roll no 534

3. Tibetan Wild Ass (Common Name)
Equus kiang kiang (Scientific Name)
Kiang (Local Name)
Key features: Tibetan Wild Ass was earlier regarded by some as a race of the Asiatic
Wild Ass (Khur). Now it is recognized as a separate species. Found in Indian TransHimalaya there are two subspecies of Kiang viz, Western Kiang (E.k.kiang) in Ladakh
and parts of Spiti (Himachal) and the Southern Kiang (E.k.polydon) in Sikkim. Kiang has
a massive head with powerful body supporting a short black-brown erect mane. It has a
narrow mid-dorsal strip without a whitish border. The longish tail ends in long black hair
tuft. The hooves are large as in horses. It is reddish-brown on the back and white on the
belly. The sexes are alike. Habitat and Behavior: The Kiang occupies high biotopes in
Trans-Himalayan cold desert often near marshes or wetlands between 4000 and 5200 m.
It lives in groups of sexually separated herds. The Kiang grazes throughout the day. On
sensing danger the herd will fl ee very fast. Often a male keeps watch of the herd from an
elevated place and alarms the others by joining the herd.

Photocredit Mohd Anees 3rd sem roll no 591

4. Cape Hare/ Brown Hare (Common Name)
Lepus capensis (Scientific Name)
Ribong (Local Name)
Key features- Cape Hare is the most common hare in the world. Its body is slender and
head is oval shaped. Tail is short and bushy. Ears are mobile. The colour of the coat
varies from sandy buff to rust brown. The inner sides of legs, belly and under tail are
white. Sexes look alike. The female is larger.

5. Yak (Common Name)
Bos grunniens (Scientific Name)
Dong (Local Name)
Key Features- The Yak is the largest wild animal of the Himalaya. It is a massive,
powerful, short-legged, blackish-brown animal with a drooping head and high humped
shoulders. Up-curved, widely separated pointed horns are present in both the sexes.
Horns of females are about half the size that of males. The hairs hang down nearly to the
ground from the shoulders and chest. The tail has a very large brush of black hair over a
foot in thickness. Yaks have been domesticated across most of their range. Unlike the
Wild Yak, the tamed Yak usually bears patches of white. Due to hybridization with
domestic cows, Dzos, are smaller than the wild ones.

Photocredit- Mohd Anees 3rd sem roll no 591

